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over, except the White-necked, which is a dark-coloured
bird.
The White and Black Storks have no peculiarities about
their necks, tails, or bills; they are medium sized as Storks
go, being about a yard and-a-half long, with eight-inch
bills. Thus their absence of peculiarities will sufficiently
distinguish them from the others. They are the only
Storks occurring in Europe, and hence the Storks par excel-
lence, so it is as well to begin with them in treating of the
species seriatim. They bear a close resemblance in size
and shape, chiefly differing in colour and disposition, one
being very well-known as a friend of man. -
The White Stork.
Ciconia  alba.—blanford, Faun. Brit. Ind. Birdss
Vol. IV, p. 369-
vernacular names.—Laglag*  Haji   lag-lag,   Ujli^
Dhak, Ghybur,    Hind.;   Wadwne- konga, TeL
I have given the length and dimensions of bill of this
bird above, so need not repeat them; the shank is as long
as the bill, measured from hock to toes; the folded wing
two feet from knuckle to tip. The plumage, as the bird's
name implies, is white; but all the quills" are black, the
secondaries more or less frosted or indistinctly edged with
white. The bill and legs are bright red, and the eyes dark,
surrounded by a black bare skin.
Young birds have the bill and legs much less bright in
colour. This Stork is a migratory bird found at one sea-
son or another over a large part of the Old World, but not
east of India. It is, as a rule, only a winter visitant to us,
as it breeds in Europe and Western and Central Asia. It
is commonest in Northern India, being rare to the south;
but it has been found breeding in Ceylon in December.
Few birds are better known or more beloved than this
in the countries where it breeds. It is the Stork of JEsop's

